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March 11, 1914. 

mWS LETTER HO. 7. BUREAU OP Emt->- 

RECEllVk^U 

MAIL XMPORTATIOHS OP PLANTS. APR ?0 1914 

Bear Sir : U. S. Department of A^kylt^ 

For your information on the sulDject of the restrictions 
placed upon the Importation of plants in the mails from foreign 
countries, you are adYised that an order issued hj the Second As- 
sistant Postmaster General LeoemlDer 16, 1913, prohihits the im- 
portation from foreign countries through the mails of all plants 
and plant products for propagation, including seeds, except field, 
Tegetable, and flower seeds « This prohibition, therefore, ap- 
plies to tults, roots^ and tuhers, and to all seeds of trees, 
shrul^s, or other plants, except only field, Tegetahle and flower 

Cotton seed, which ¥/oald be rated as a field seed, is, 
howeTer, prohibited entry into the United States from any foreign 
country except certain States in Mexico by Quarantine No. 8, and 
this prohibition, therefore, naturally extends to mail packages 
as well as to shipments by other carriers. Domestic (Quarantine 
No. 9 also prohibits the moTement of cotton seed from Hawaii to 
the United States^ 

Under the order issued by the Second Assistant Postmas- 
ter General nursery stock and other plant products for propaga- 
tion, except as noted, received in the mails from foreign coun- 
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trim are to be returned from the post office of receipt* as pro- 
hibited^ to tlie country and place of origin. 

This restriots the carriage of such products from for- 
eign countries to other means, such as hy express or freight. 
Importations by these methods pass through the customs office in 
the normal way^ and are under complete control. Postal sendings 
are entered under an entirely different system and necessitate 
examination at any little post office throughout the United States. 

It is possihle to transmit many injurious insects and 
plant diseases in lots of plants or seeds sent through the mails, 
and the Inspection of such mall sendings is an impossibility with- 
out a vast army of inspectors* It waSy further^ found neceii^sary 
to maX% the restriction Tery broad, much broader than the origi- 
nal definition of nurserj stock, for the reason that foreign 
shippers, and postmasters as well, were quite unable to make the 
distinction between nursery stock and herbaceous plants, etc., 
and the only safe course was to exclude all plants from mall s©nd- 
inga with the ejcceptlon of the seeds noted, which are deemed to 
carry comparatively little danger of introducing insect pests or 
diseases « 

This information may be of use to inspectors in the case 
of any mail shipments being referred to them for examination 
through error or lack of information on the part of the local 
postmster, 

Yours Ysry truly. 



